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.+*" The Department of Global and Interdisciplinary Studies (GIS) had recently conducted a faculty development .
:**" seminar. The seminar was held by Assistant Professor, Shiaw Jia Eyo on December 17th 2014 with the theme, "%
“How to Engage Students through Learning a Difficult Subject.” During the one-hour seminar, two actual case
studies were presented and discussed. The key points for the seminar are as follow:-

In order to “engage” the students, the following teaching methods were suggested:-

. 1.Create a positive and “lively” environment for participation. Ask a simple question or construct a scenario.
2.Focus on examples and applications.

3.Present the definition, formulas and concepts after obtaining students’ attention
4.Repeat the examples and applications to keep the students’ interest and understanding
5.Use props or any objects to illustrate

6.Find a newspaper article or video related to the subject

7.Give challenging work (assignments) which calls for understanding.

8.Present opportunities for group work and group competition among students

” e

In GIS, the faculty members are constantly encouraging their students to increase their

: psychological effort towards learning, understanding or mastering a new knowledge. This is further enhanced
: by providing a warm and friendly place for students to engage with their lecturers as well as with other GIS
tee. staff. The “Common Room” provides such an environment for the students to ask information, assistance w1th vees

°«, English-language materials and other GIS student-related matters.
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